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Urbanova church hits its stride
By J. Randal Matheny, in São José dos Campos, Brazil

After four months of the new congregation in Urbanova, we’re hitting our stride. Our combined living 
and dining room is not large, so we removed the dining table into the kitchen and the small table that 
was there on the back varanda.

Two saints have transferred from the Jardim Esplanada congregation here in SJCampos: Jonathan, a young 
single from the neighboring city of Jacareí, and Ritinha, a widow with whom Vicki studied.

In March, a couple who had moved in January from São Paulo to Jacareí 
decided to join our efforts. Douglas and Ludmila (photo, left), with their 1 
1/2-year-old son Davi, are now meeting with us.

Douglas works in sales in the capital. With her command of English, Lud
mila has just landed a job with a bilingual school in SJCampos teaching 
children.

So we now have six Christians in the Urbanova congregation. We’re 
grateful for these whom God has sent to get us off to a good start.

Regulars as well are a family we have known and studied with for years, 
Anibal and Ana Paula. They have two daughters: Amanda, a sophomore in 

college, and Alyssa. Ana Paula has participated in our Wednesday Bible readings regularly, as has Anibal 
when he is in town, since he is a department coordinator of a university an hour and a half away. They 
were not participants in Jardim Esplanada, so we are encouraged by their presence on Sundays. Pray they 
may soon make a decision about baptism and following the Lord Jesus.

We’ve had a number of Christian and non-Christian visitors as well, though not as many of the latter as 
we’d like to see. We need to intensify our invitations and offers for studies.

Jonathan and Douglas are sharing the responsibility of the readings, offerings, and communion medita
tions on Sundays. Douglas has been a Christian for some 15 years, so he is quite capable in speaking.

Since its beginning the Urbanova congregation has sent its offerings to help a local need and a benevol
ent need in Africa, as well as mission efforts in three different states across the country. Each month the 
congregation decides what needs to contribute to. Our May offerings will go to the Christian Home in 
Cabreúva SP. Our funds are spent each month, so that none is carried over from one month to the next. 
This is one great advantage of being a congregation that meets in a home.

PRAY FOR— The new work in SJCampos. • The growth of Edification (Edificação) magazine. • Safety of 
everyone during the World Cup held in Brazil in June and July. • God to be glorified in our 30th year of 
service in Brazil come Nov. 28.
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