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1. You’re going to meet in your home?

That’s right. Sunday worship and other meetings will be held in our home, in the Urbanova 
neighborhood of São José dos Campos. We’ve used it for Bible readings on Wednesdays for 
years, so we’re accustomed to opening our home in this way.

2. The SJCampos church is moving to your house?

No. We are beginning a new, second congregation in the city. The first continues to meet 
normally in its usual location in the Jardim Esplanada neighborhood.

3. Was there some problem between you and the brethren?

None at all. We’ll continue to participate together in some projects. We proposed, for 
example, that we have a worship service together from time to time, together with all the 
regional churches. We hope to cooperate a good deal with them still.

4. So you’re not going to participate anymore in the first SJCampos congregation?

As of 2014, we will not participate regularly in the meetings of the Jardim Esplanada 
church. We will be open to preaching there by invitation. We’ll continue our work with the 
Taubaté church, which meets at 4 pm.

5. Why the change?

We believe it to be a good time for new efforts to evangelize the city, for greater 
opportunities to reach people with the truth. Our city has 700,000 inhabitants and needs a 
greater outreach. The Urbanova area of town is one of the major regions under intense 
urban development. The meetings of the new work start at 7:30 pm on Sundays.

6. Will this not weaken the existing work?

The Jardim Esplanada congregation is 25 years old and conducts its own work. It does not 
have elders, but the brethren preach, teach, evangelize, and lead worship. The women are 
active within their realm of influence. In 2013 there were eight additions: 5 baptisms, 2 
restorations, and one transfer. Another baptism also occurred, but the new convert, taught 
by Paula Santos, lives in São Paulo, so is not counted above.
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7. Will anyone else start the new work with you?

We don’t expect anyone from the Jardim Esplanada congregation to join the new effort. 
But one or two might decide to transfer over. So, initially, there’ll be the two of us. We have 
been working with a number of non-Christians for some time, and we hope that the new 
work will encourage them to decide to convert.

8. Why in your home?

We believe that a new work meeting in homes solves a number of problems, especially the 
lack of option in rental. Property in the city is extremely expensive. As well, homes offer 
many advantages, with lower barriers for non-Christians, and greater flexibility when 
changes need to be made.

9. What will you do if the work grows and your house can’t hold everyone?

May God cause such a “problem” to occur! In any work, growth always brings challenges. 
One part of the group can go to a second house and begin still another congregation. This 
is our fervent prayer and part of our plans.

10. Might not some brother become weak because of these changes?

Christians should not refrain from preaching the gospel from fear that someone might be 
harmed spiritually. Although we certainly don’t want to weaken anyone, and we make 
every effort to the contrary, possible bad effects of an action should never be a reason for 
not going forward with the mission of Christ.

For a post on the first meeting of the new work Jan. 5, see this link:
http://gospeak.org/2014/01/06/good-start/
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