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Congregation in home makes modest start
By J. Randal Matheny, in São José dos Campos, Brazil

No fireworks exploded over the city, and no TV ads or radio spots were run. But no doubt heaven was 
pleased that a new front for the gospel was opened Jan. 5 as eight people met for the first official meeting 
of the Urbanova congregation. (For the rationale behind this move, see here: is.gd/rationale.)

No meeting was held Jan. 19, because we had accepted an invitation many months earlier to speak at the 
Northeast Christian Lectureship Jan. 16-19.

Each of our Sunday meetings revolves around a biblical theme. January’s three themes were: (1) In the 
beginning; (2) Jesus in our place; and (3) First. A post about the first meeting on Jan 5. can be read here: 
is.gd/good_start. Our biggest challenge so far has been the record high temperatures in the region, since 
we don’t have air-conditioning in our home.

The average attendance for the three Sundays in January was 6.5. The total offering of R$526 (about 
US$221) was used entirely for benevolence and missions. The month began and ended with a total count 
of two saints, Vicki and myself, transferring from the Jardim Esplanada congregation. One or two of the 
disciples from there may eventually transfer as well, though we have not encouraged that.

We continue to work with the Taubaté congregation on Sunday afternoons at 4 pm. We’re still evaluating 
how best to work our midweek efforts in SJCampos, whether to shift our Wednesday night reading 
group or change it in significant ways.

In conjunction with the new work, two new websites have been launched, with easier domain names: 
cristaos.org (=Christians), directed especially toward non-Christians, and irmaos.org (=brethren), 
geared mainly for teaching and communicating with the saints.

LECTURESHIP SPEAKER WAS HOT. Whether 
he was good or not, you’ll have to ask the hearers. But he 
was sweating up a storm in the tropical state capital of 
Maceió. Of the 10 slots for speakers, the organizers 
asked me to fill three: two about the New Testament 
church, and the final Sunday morning lesson on “Grow
ing Continually” (photo, left).” Vicki and I enjoyed our 
time there Jan. 16-19 with some 350 participants.

TAUBATÉ GIVE-AWAY. The church decided to 
help some important works with built-up funds. For this 
story, go to BrotherhoodNews.com: is.gd/sharefunds.

PRAY FOR— The new work in SJCampos. • The growth of Edification magazine. • Relief from re
cord high temps in our region. • That in all God may be glorified in our 30th year of service in Brazil.
GoSpeak proclaims all the words of God so that eternal life in Christ may come to all people.
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